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houses and supplies which the ships of the American squadron
might need when visiting the ports of the republic.

On the 25th of January President Roca visited the flagship
Chicago, being received with the honors accorded to the chiefs
of nations, and was entertained at luncheon by the commander-
in-chief, after which the officers of the squadron were presented
to his excellency on the quarter-deck, the crew being paraded
in his honor.

During the cruise, lasting until April of 1901, the kindest
attentions and courtesies were met everywhere, from Para on
the Amazon River to Puerto Militar in Argentina. At Bahia
and Rio de Janeiro, where the squadron spent more time than
at other ports in Brazil, the manifestations of welcome to the
officers of the squadron, as expressed by receptions and enter-
tainments, evinced a feeling of friendship for our country most
gratifying to its naval representatives, as well as to our coun-
trymen domiciled there.

To meet this kindly feeling the custom was established to
entertain and return courtesies by receptions and dances on
board the flagship from time to time, which brought the officers
and these kind people often together for two or three hours. It
was a means to much reciprocal pleasure for our friends and
the officers of the squadron in the several ports on the station,
and surely it promoted good feeling and a better acquaintance
between the residents and the squadron officers.

In the month of March, 1900, while on a cruise to visit ports
on the northern part of the station, we had reached a point be-
tween the Abrolhos Reef and Bahia when the flagship Chicago
fell in with the French steamer Bretagne, disabled by a broken
shaft. For a week or more this large steamer had been drift-
ing helplessly at sea, a little outside the usual track of steamers
plying along the coast of Brazil, and when fallen in with was
under short sail and making poor progress. The Chicago's ar-
rival occurred at a moment when provisions were exhausting
and considerable discontent was being manifested by the steerage
passengers.

In compliance with the captain's request, the steamer was
taken in tow by the Chicago and conveyed to Bahia, where she
was delivered over to the agent of the line. Very naturally, herth the situation there in better hand, the flagship returneded the belief that the eight-inch marks and
